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The Times They Are A-
Ch angi nnothing new
about that statement. Bob
Dylan expressed it forty-five
year s ago
nut hiné new

ther!). | fought a battle a
while back to not have dots
as part of my business card
phone numbers. | was hold-
ing out for the nostalgic but
apparently outdated dash.
Lost that battle T as trivial as
it was. It just seemed like
t hat part of
need to move aside for any

a-changind ti

A few years back, talk went
around about doing away
with the printed monthly

Pedal Pusher and going to
an electronic version. | was
right there with those that
rallied for the printed word.
Printed being defined as
printed on actual paper and
to my mailbox

delivered

each and every month.
There was just no way that
an electronic newsletter
could replace a real, hold-it-

( a n dn-ydut-handseand: re &l tit-
b dronk-covertioecaver e issue

printed on durable heavy-
weight paper, folded and
held together with a couple
of staples. (Of course | also
said something about digital
cameras never being able to
replace film cameras. | had
little to no attention paid to

tronic version. It seems that
quite a few new members
were opting for the elec-
tronic version while the
printed versions kept being
mailed to the existing club
members (die-hard old fog-
gies like mel). Bit by bit
though, the requests for
snail-mailed newsletters
have dwindled. They have
now dwindled to the point
that we have fallen below
minimum quantities for bulk

rhyi statentent Yy cothpadies 6 tmail requirements. So, with

such as Nikon.) So anyway,

me dor a while we won out on

the printed Pedal Pusher i
albeit mainly to the notion
that we had a whole bunch
of member s th
computers and would not be
able to receive an electronic
version. In the recent past
we have given members an
option to continue with
printed newsletters or re-
ceive notification of the elec-

rising postal rates thrown
into the mix,
appropriate to say that the
times they are a-changin.
The printed and mailed
Pedal Pudherthas bdea eae
marked for extinction by the
end of the year. In case
there are truly those mem-
bers that do not have com-
puter access, we will still
have an option to request a

(Continued on pag8)
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O Round the (C

September 2ndd General Meeting at NWCCd 7:30 pm
September 14thd Chappell Hill Road Raced Chappell Hill, Texas
September 20th & 21std Ft Davis Cyclefest
September 30thd Board Meetingd Nat al i t a 6 9 7:80pmt a

Huntsville Campoutd October 4th and 5th
Leaky Volunteer Appreciation Weekendd December 5th thru 6th
Holiday Partyd December 12thd St Ar nol dés Br

Ride Starters for September 8 Zube Parkd 7:30 am start

September 6thd Lori Walker
September 13thd Wes Morrow
September 20thd Wes Morrow
September 27thd Wes Morrow

3
p

E-Pedal Pusher

Starting January 2009, The Pedal Pusher will be changing to
an online format. Make sure your email address is up-to-date
in the database so you donoét
newsletter will be available online at the club website
www.northwestcyclingclub.com

The Pedal Pusher
Deadlines

August Meeting
Highlights

By Bertha Ashtabula

Do you have an interesting article
youdd I i ke to halv
next issue of The Pedal Pusher?
Please submit all articles or classi-
fied ads by the Tuesday following
the General Meeting.

There are no highlights from the
August meeting because the Presi-
dent cancelled it because he
thought there was a big storm
coming.

Submissions should be sent
to
Aziza Albachir at
a9albac@yahoo.com

The Pedal Pushes
Printed by
Responsible Printing
7137220100
Responsibleprint-

O E1™ificers

President David King 832-236-4471
ugr an freewhindv@comcast.net

Vice Melanie Lacy 713-305-3112

President mlacy24@aol.com

retar, Tracy Bollenbaugh 713-863-1205

€ V\?%?} % t3mx5@hotmail.com

Treasurer Laura Santiago 281-251-9448

lisantiago@sbcglobal.net
Past Alan Bazard 281-693-3152
President abazard@consolidated.net

Membership Stafford Campbell 281-820-1002
Chairman fsc9910@yahoo.com

Volunteer open
Chairman

Ride Start David King 832-236-4471
Coordinator  freewhindv@comcast.net

Equipment ~ Wes Morrow 713-690-4561
Coordinator wesmorrow@comcast.net

New Rider Jim Crocc 281-890-2366
Lddddr S Scroccd@sbe@net € Ma |

Katy Flatland NWCC Board of
Director Directors

Bluebonnet  Daniel Sanchez 281-693-0418
Director sanchdl@comcast.net
Rider Scott Beard 281-374-4755
Safety sabeard@gmail.com
Race Tracy Bollenbaugh 713-863-1205
Team t3mx5@hotmail.com
Mtn Bike Melanie Lacy 713-305-3112
Race Team mlacy24@aol.com

h Qlewsletter  Aziza Albichir 713-628-4686
Editor a9albac@yahoo.com
Primary Jim Osbon 713-466-1240
Sponsor Northwest Cyclery
NwcCC www.northwestcyclingclub.com
Website

Please feel free to contact
any of the club officers with
your
comments or suggestions
or any questions
you may have about
Northwest Cycling Club.

not
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Message from the President

Continued from Page One

Scholarships
Awarded

mailed Pedal Pusher as we will still
be printing a few copies to distrib-
ute at the shop and at other
events. We expect this number to
be relatively low.

On another topic, back in June,
Robin Stallings of Bike Texas /
Texas Bicycle Coalition came to
speak at our club meeting. During
his presentation he addressed a
few questions posed by club mem-
ber Gail Spann. Although time ran
out to adequately cover all of
Gail 6s questions,
he would mind taking them with
him and provide responses that |
could present to the club at a later
date. In this issue you will find a
letter from Robin Stallings ad-
dressing all of the questions posed
by Gail. Robin welcomes any and
all comments that any club mem-
ber may have with regards to the
responses provided by Bike
Texas.

Some
Once again bicycle road-racing
returns to Chappell Hill. Make
plans now to attend the Chappell
Hill Road Race this coming Sep-
tember 14", Contact Lori Walker if
you would like to help out. We
could always use Corner Mar-
shalls, Lead Car Drivers, Follow
Car Drivers, registration help, feed
zone volunteers, Katy Flatland Di-
rectorsé or, i f

experience the excitement that
takes place at the start finish line,
plan now to come on out for a day
at the races.

Speaking of the Katy Flatland,
what a wonderful day it turned out
to be 1 even if a little on the warm
side. We had approximately 1740
riders participate in this years

t hi ngs-c ARE Yl btime .af year for bike riding i and

event, so we fell a little short of the
2000 riders that | was personally
hoping for but got pretty darned
close to the budgeted amount of
1750 riders. We received several
good comments regarding the po-
lice support at major and/or dan-
gerous intersections as well as
good comments about our SAG
support and rest stops. The big-
gest area of improvement that
needs some attention according to
a few comments is at the Start/
Finish. We were a little spread out
this year sarkd eéhdit wBRsosbrmewhati &

Each year, Northwest Cycling Club
awards collegiate scholarships as a
way of giving back to the cycling
community. This year we are proud
to announce the following students
as receiving NWCC scholarships:

Michael Carey

and

Cristen Walker

Congratulations to both of these fine
students and excellent cyclists!

confusing to some of the cyclists.
Plans are already underway to
remedy that situation for future
KFCb6s. Thanks go
volunteers that helped to organize
this yearés even
turned out to be a top-notch ride
and | was proud to be a part of it.

This wraps it up for the September
message from the President. Soon
we will be entering into my favorite

the cooler temperatures of au-
tumn. On the near horizon: the
annual Huntsville bike ride/
campout weekend; the Tour du
Rouge; and the Moonlight Ramble.
All fun events that | hope to see
many NWCC members participate
in.

For now i ride safely i have fun i
yanduvritej amnewslettewarticlé about
some fantastic cycling trip you took
this last summer and submit it to
the Pedal Pusher. (That way |
have

O

donodt t o wrl

Free-
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COLUMBIA BIGYGLE.

A practical machine for all except the old and infhmn,
Better than a horse. as it eats no oals; breanse on it yon
can vide more miles in 4 day over comon roads than a
horsecimgo. Send $-cent stainp for price=istand H=page
catalowne, with testinonials and Ml mformation,

THE POPE MANUFACTURING CO.,

55 Summer St., Boston, Mass,




The Pedal Pusher

Letter from Bike Texas Director, Robin Stallings

In Response to Questions Posed at Our June Meeting

Mr. David King
President - Northwest Cycling Club
Houston, Texas

Dear David,

Thank you and the Northwest Cycling Club (NWCC)
for inviting BikeTexas/Texas Bicycle Coalition to your
monthly club meeting on June 3. | appreciate your
hospitality and dialogue during my presentation and |
truly value these times when we can visit with our fel-
low cyclists at clubs across Texas.

As we discussed, | am sending you a written re-
sponse to questions posted on the NWCC list-serve
by NWCC member Gail Spann before the meeting.
While | answered some of these questions to the best
of my ability at the meeting, | am submitting a more
complete response here for you to share with your
membership in any manner you deem appropriate.
Gail 6s guestions are in
each topic heading.

Bi keTexas?
Transportation (TxDOT)
AfPerhaps someone might
ganization and TxDOT are doing in their connection
with funds for various projects that have been funded
by them in the past? | hear there is turmoil and funds
are being spent elsewhere due to failure of the
BikeTexas organization to secure them in a timely
manner . 0

Such reports of turmoil between BikeTexas and
TxDOT are not accurate. BikeTexas is currently in the
11" year of a grant funded by TxDOT. BikeTexas con-
tinues to operate the largest bicycle safety education
program in the United States. In the Houston region
alone, we have trained about 500 of teachers in more
than 15 school districts. Based on survey information,
those teachers present some aspect of bike safety
education to an estimated 38,000 children annually in
the Houston region.

BikeTexas had a difficult period in late 2006 and 2007
when TxDOT initiated an unscheduled audit of the
BikeTexas SuperCyclist program. This audit was ap-
parently initiated as a result of a correspondence to
TxDOT from an outside source. The TXxDOT audit re-
quired seven months and several hundred hours of
staff time. TXDOT issued their results of their audit in
a letter on May 10, 2007 that is posted on the
Bi keTexas website wunder
our main website page. (http://www.biketexas.org/

Partnership

ask

content/view/902/782/)

BikeTexas already has an annual outside audit proc-
ess that is required due to the size of our federal
grants, so we found ourselves responding to two au-
dits being conducted simultaneously. These outside
audit results (2000-2006) are also posted on the
Bi keTexas website under t
TxDOT did not report any findings of financial impro-
prieties by BikeTexas. Unfortunately, the audit did
distract from our bicycle advocacy and education ef-
forts.

BikeTexas was required to re-pay to TxDOT funds
equaling 2.2% of our Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 grant. The
$6,700 returned to TXxDOT were legitimate grant ex-
penses, but were not included in the language of the
contract. BikeTexas has always had to raise outside
matching funds to support the match requirements of
the grants. We were surprised by the 2.2% re-

g upayimens we had do givetback sincesall ekpenses are h

approved by TxDOT on a monthly basis before

wi t hTxOOF remnburs&eip ar t ment of

TxDOT has approved the BikeTexas SuperCyclist
program btidget for BY 20@0 aredxva are finatizing the
program objectives for that year with them. We are
discussing with TxDOT bike safety education program
goals and objectives in FY 2010 and beyond.
BikeTexas Trail Programs with Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department

O[ The super popular Trail
were suddenly dropped and replaced with a man who
knew little about trail building and maintenance of off
road facilities, | would be curious if he might report on
the status of the Trail Doc program? Is it thriving and
where can we go to see re
It is not appropriate for BikeTexas or employers in
general to talk in a public forum about employment-
related issues with former staff members. We are glad
to talk about the BikeTexas Trail Doctors Program.
The BikeTexas Trail Doctors is a program and was
never the name of specific people any more than the
International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA)
Trail Crew is specific people. BikeTexas submitted the
grant application to TPWD in 2002 and hired person-
nel, met payrolls, managed the upfront costs of the
reimbursement grant, and provided work vehicles to
allow the program to run successfully for five years.
Unrelated to any decisions regarding personnel,

t h élexds Rdrks and Wildlse Depéartananh (ERW D)matified

(Continued on pagB)
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Letter from Bike Texas

Continued from Page4

BikeTexas that they would no longer be awarding
grants for general sustainable trail building education
after 2007.

As we all in the non-profit world know, neither pro-
grams nor sponsors last forever. Fortunately,
BikeTexas was able to play a large role in disseminat-
ing best practices to mountain bike clubs and land
managers across Texas.

BikeTexas continues to enjoy a good relationship with
TPWD and has recently been awarded a TPWD grant
to build a trail in a geographically specific location.

This effort is currently limited by the lack of additional
fivfpront © funding needed t
ate reimbursement grants. We have
had some major breakthroughs in
negotiating access and rights-of-
way. This approach has been possi-
ble because our staff has a broad
range of skills and can work across
several programs from education to
legislation.

BikeTexas will provide more infor-
mation on this initiative once the
final funding is secured.

BikeTexas Forum and Communi-
cation

i Wh at happened t
forum? People used to be able to
go on to the web site and ask ques-
tions. It is no longer available to
members and non

| have been working with BikeTexas
as a volunteer or as staff since
1999 and | cannot recall ever hav-
ing a forum on the website. We did
have a list-serve for a couple of
years beginning in 2001, but the
activity faded after the excitement of
the Bike Ban bill. A vigorous list-
serve or forum requires significant
attention from a moderator and that would require
paying for that staff time. Although we would welcome
a sponsor for that activity, it is not the most urgent
need. Our email address and telephone number is on
the website and we receive questions every day from
members and non-members alike regarding the or-
ganization or cycling issues of importance to them.
Safe Passing Bill

AAnd since BikeTexas coul
ing bill in the last legislative session, what are they

me m

d

doing to make sure this h
Passing bills in the Texas Legislature is a combination
of years of carefully building relationships and days of
intense, frantic activity. Success often requires great
patience over multiple legislative sessions. It seems
that every cyclist in Texas followed the ups and
downs of the Safe Passing bill and responded to
BikeTexas Action Alerts in the 2007 session. The bill
passed both (Senate and House) Transportation com-
mittees and passed the full Senate. It then withered
on the vine as one of 150 bills that got caught in the
House Speakerdés fight at
BikeTexas Board of Directors is reviewing all of the
options for the 2009 session. We have been meeting
with prospective bill authors and we are hoping for a
bike-friendly chair of the House Transportation Com-
mittee.
Building Bike Advocacy in Texas
oper - dl woul d appreciat
ask these questions as they are perti-
nent to the future of cycling in Texas.
We have the incredible hard working
group, BikeHouston in the Houston
area. (www.bikehouston) and we have
BikeDFW (www.bikedfw.org) as our
local bicycle advocacy groups, thank
goodness, but we all rely on BikeTexas
to spearhead our dd
BikeTexas was honored to receive a
framed thank-you letter from David
Dick, Vice President of BikeHouston, at
the June NWCC meeting for our assis-
tance in persuading Houston Metro to
put bike racks on 1,000 buses. We
have supported, coached and collabo-
rated with BikeHouston and BikeDFW
leaders from their inception to the pre-
sent. We believe that the symbiotic
relationships of the bicycle advocacy
organizations are necessary to make
Texas a great place for cycling. We
value our working relationship with
those organizations as much as our
relationship with IMBA and the League
of American Bicyclists (LAB.)
2008 National Bike Summit
AWhy were no [BikeTexas]
tional Bike Summit in Washington D.C. this year? |
went and it was blatantly obvious that we had no state
advocacy organization there. What happened this
year that caused a no sho

The decision for BikeTexas not to attend the National
Bike Summit this year was made three months prior to
the Summit after discussions with Texas bike industry
laaders amde among BikdTéxas Boaadf and mpamages- -
(Continued on pag#4)
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September 2008
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATTERDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
General Zube 7:30
Meeting Ride Starter
NW Cyclery Lori Walker
7:30
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Zube 7:30
Ride Starter
Wes Morrow

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Chappell Zube 7:30

Hill Ride Starter
Road Race Wes Morrow

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Ft Davis Cyclef¢ Autumn Zube 7:30
Yesterday ang Begins Ride Starter
Today (100 days to 2009 Wes Morrow
28 29 30
Board Meeting
Natali
7:00
October 2008
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
Zube 8:00
Ride Starter
?

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Huntsville General Zube 8:00
Campout Meeting Ride Starter

Yesterday / Tod NW Cyclery David King
7:30
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Columbus Zube 8:00
Day Ride Starter
?
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Zube 8:00
Ride Starter
?
26 27 28 29 30 31
Moonlight Board Meeting Halloween
Ramble Nat al i
7:00
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Pay-To-Ride Events

For Upcoming Dates

September

9-7 Tour de Pink - Prairie View

9-9 Cowton Classic - Crowley

9-16 Hill Country Challenge - Marble Falls

9-20 Cotton Patch Classic - Greensville

9-20/21 Ft Davis Cycle Fest - Fort Davis

9-27 Autumn in Bonham - Bonham

9-27 Waco Wild West Century - Waco

9-30 Cy-Fair Lions Biking for Sight - Montgomery

October

10-4 Pineywoods Purgatory - Lufkin
10-4 Tour d' Cotton - Childress
10-4/5 MS 150 Bike to the Beach - San Antonio to Cor-
pus Christi
10-11 Tour de Fire Ant - Marshall
10-17/19 Get Your Guts in Gear - LaGrange to Austin
10-18 Tour de Cure - Fort Worth
10-18 Tour du Rouge Day One Ride
(Humble to Beaumont)
10-18/23 Tour du Rouge - Houston to New Orleans
10-25/26 Livestrong Challenge - Austin

Huntsville Ride and Campout
October 4th and 5th

We have a fun weekend plannedforthe t hen donot forget to [ri
Fifth Annual Huntsville Ride and Campout . also. Bring a tent, sleeping bag, sleeping pad
Enjoy a road ride to Huntsville State Park on or air mattress, chair, pillow and your clothes
Saturday morning and campout with other club and cycling gear and any personal things you
members. The club will provide transportation might want. | will be going to the park Friday
for your camping gear to the Park Saturday night to secure the shelters so we have two
morning. The club will also pay for the shelters next to each other. | will also be leading moun-
(we have 2 reserved) and provide Saturday tain bike rides Saturday morning and after-
lunch, Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast. noon.

Meet at Magnolia High School Saturday WANTED: Someone to rent the truck and drive
morning at 8 am. We will have a truck rented i t . Webre also | ooking
and will take all your belongings to the park. If email me at mlacy24@sbcglobal.net to sign up
you'd like to ride the trails when you get there and ask questions and volunteer!




